
 

 
 
 

Academic Competitiveness Grants (ver. 4) 
 
Background 
On February 8, 2006 President Bush signed into law the Higher Education Reconciliation 
Act of 2005 (HERA).  Among many provisions, the law establishes a new grant program 
effective July 1, 2006 for first and second year college students.  All colleges 
participating in the Federal Pell Grant program must also participate in the Academic 
Competitiveness Grant (AC Grant) program.  
 
Student Eligibility 
An eligible student may receive an Academic Competitiveness Grant (AC Grant) of up to 
$750 for the first academic year of study and up to $1,300 for the second academic year 
of study.  To be eligible for each academic year, a student must: 

• Be a U.S. citizen; 
• Be a Federal Pell Grant recipient; 
• Be enrolled full-time in an associates degree program; 
• Be enrolled in the first or second academic year of his or her program of study at 

a two-year or four-year degree-granting institution; 
• Have completed a rigorous secondary school program of study (after January 1, 

2006, if a first-year student, and after January 1, 2005, if a second-year student); 
• If a first-year student, not have been previously enrolled as a “regular 

student”(matriculated) in an undergraduate program while still a secondary 
school student; and  

• If a second-year student, have at least a cumulative 3.0 grade point average on a 
4.0 scale for the first academic year. 

 
Rigorous secondary school program of study 
The Secretary of Education is recognizing the set of options identified below as rigorous 
secondary school programs of study for at least the next two academic years (2006-07 
and 2007-08). 
 

• Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses and test 
scores.   
A student may demonstrate that he or she has taken two AP or IB courses and 
received passing scores on the AP (3 or better) or IB (4 or better) tests.   



 
• A set of courses similar to those required under the State Scholars Initiative. 

A student may demonstrate that he or she has completed a set of courses which 
includes four years of English; three years of Mathematics – including algebra 1 
and a higher level class such as algebra II, geometry or data analysis and 
statistics; three years of science – including one year each of at least two of the 
following courses (biology, chemistry, physics); three years of social studies, 
and one year of a language other than English. 
 

 
• The State Scholars Initiative requirements.  

A student may complete the courses required under the State Scholars Initiative 
(4 years English; 3 years Mathematics – algebra 1, geometry and algebra 2; 3 
years Science – biology, chemistry, physics; 3.5 years Social Studies – chosen 
from U.S. history (1), world history (1), world geography (1), economics (0.5) or 
government (0.5); and 2 years World Language (same language).  This program, 
supported by Congress, establishes a required set of courses that is patterned after 
the recommendations of the National Commission on Excellence in Education. 
High schools currently participating in the program are Wilbur Cross High School 
and Metropolitan Business High School, both in New Haven, and Danbury High 
School. For more information, visit http://www.ctscholars.org/intro.htm. 
(CT6001) 

 
• For Connecticut Technical High School Graduates 

A specific set of courses “similar to those required under the State Scholars 
Initiative” AND achievement of standard on the corresponding National 
Occupational Competency Testing Institute (NOCTI) trade certification. (replaces 
the 1 year foreign language requirement). (CT0001) 

 
• Dual-Enrollment Program Participants 

There are three major programs providing dual enrollment currently in the state: 
Early College Experience (UCONN program), High School Partnership, and Tech 
Prep. Students must have completed a minimum of two courses in the "core 
curriculum" and receive a grade of 3.0 or better in each course. “Core curriculum” 
for our purposes means general education courses, e.g. English, 
Mathematics, Reading/Language Arts, Sciences, Foreign Languages, the Arts, 
History, Geography, Civics and Government, Economics. (CT0002) 
 

• Students who are graduates of high schools in other states may meet the “rigorous 
secondary school program of study” for the respective state as determined by the 
Secretary of Education. 
 

• Home-schooled students are eligible.  Parents/Guardians must provide 
documentation as to completion of “rigorous program of study.” 

 
• GED recipients are not eligible. 


