
   
 
 

Transitioning to COD 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
This document identifies the SCT Banner Financial Aid System forms, processes, and file 
format changes in support of the Federal Pell Grant Program for the 2002-2003 Award 
Year.  Beginning with the 2002-03 Award Year, all colleges participating in the Title IV 
Student Financial Aid Programs must use the Common Origination and Disbursement 
System (COD) for Federal Pell Grant processing.  COD refers to the technical solution 
designed by the U.S. Department of Education to accommodate Pell Grant, Direct 
Lending, and campus-based reporting.  COD replaces the Recipient Financial 
Management System (RFMS) which was the processing system that institutions used to 
report Federal Pell Grant student payment data and request funding adjustments for 
Award Years 1999-2000 through 2001-2002. 
 
 
Phase-In Participation in COD 
 
The Connecticut Community Colleges will engage in Phase-In Participation with the U.S. 
Department of Education during the 2002-03 Award Year.  Phase-In Participation is the 
continuation of the current processing model for Pell Grant processing.  The colleges will 
communicate with COD over the Student Aid Internet Gateway (SAIG) using legacy (or 
flat-file) record formats as opposed to the XML-based Common Record format used in 
the Full Participation Model. 
 
For the 2002-03 Award Year, colleges will continue to use the Pell Grant processes 
developed for the Banner Financial Aid System to manage their Pell Grant activity with 
the Department of Education.  Specifically, the following processes will remain available 
for your use: 
 

• Pell Grant Origination Record Process (RWPXE01) 
• Pell Grant Disbursement Record Process (RWPXE02) 
• Pell Grant Data Request Process (RWPXE03) 
• Pell Grant File Import Process (RWPXE04) 

 



The Banner Financial Aid System will produce the Pell Grant files in a format acceptable 
to the COD System.  Simply, the federal contractor will utilize “middleware” software to 
convert the legacy files into an acceptable format for the COD System.  The same 
“middleware” software will assist in the conversion process for files returned to the 
colleges. 
 

 
 
 
 
Pell Grant Process Changes 
 
Previously, the SAR ID on the ISIR and the Attending Campus Pell Number were used to 
create the student’s Origination ID.  To link legacy and COD records, new fields have 
been added to the Origination Record.  These fields are known as the COD Student 
Identifiers: 
 

• Current Social Security Number (SSN) 
• Current Date of Birth (DOB) 
• Current Last Name 

 
You can modify the COD Student Identifiers.  However, any changes you make to the 
Identifiers must be reported to CPS as corrections on the ISIR prior to reporting the 
change to the Pell Grant Processor on the Origination Record.  The Pell Grant Processor 
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will verify that the information in the Student Identifier fields matches the information on 
file for the student.  When submitting updated Origination Records, be certain that you 
are using the correct ISIR Transaction Number that contains the correct Current SSN, 
Current DOB, and Current Last Name. 
 
In creating the Pell Grant Origination Record, the Banner Financial Aid System populates 
the REBPAYV table with current data from the RCRAPP1 table among others.  The 
System extracts the Student Identifier data from the student’s current need analysis 
record, RNANA03.  The student’s Current SSN, DOB, and Last Name are displayed on 
the 2002-03 Pell Origination/Acknowledgement Form, REAOR03. 
 

 
 
 
 
Any changes you make to the student’s Identifiers on the need analysis record – even a 
change in the use of upper/lower case – must be communicated to the CPS before you 
create Origination Record changes.   
 
In addition to the new COD Student Identifiers, Potential Overaward Project (POP) 
records are being handled differently in the 2002-03 Award Year.  Colleges now have 30 
days after the receipt of an MRR record to mediate with the other POP-effected colleges 
and correct overpayment situations.  After 30 days, if the student is still in an overpaid 
status, all colleges will receive system-generated, negative disbursements decreasing all 
previously accepted disbursements for the student to zero. 
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New COD Web Site 
 
To assist colleges with the management of student and program financial records, the 
Department of Education has created a new Common Origination & Disbursement 
(COD) web site at www.cod.ed.gov. 
 

 
 
 
While we certainly support the community colleges’ use of this web site to query and 
research Pell Grant information, we must caution you not to make any student record 
changes via the web site.  You and your staff  MUST  make all student record changes 
within the Banner Financial Aid System only.  If you fail to do so, you risk having your 
student Pell Grant data inconsistent with the COD data.  Use the SCT Banner Financial 
Aid System ONLY for the processing of Pell Grant student data for the 2002-03 Award 
Year. 
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